Sugar Workers' Leader Jesus
Menéndez Commemorated

Manzanillo, January 24 (RHC-Granma)--
With a solemn march to Manzanillo railway
station and a national act, Cubans of
several generations have paid tribute to the
sugar workers’ leader Jesus Menéndez
Larrondo, on the 70th anniversary of his
assassination.
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The march was preceded by a solemn rally
in front of the Fraternidad del Puerto former
trade union premises, to where the angry
people snatched the body of the proletarian
leader from the Rural Guard on the same
night of the crime, January 22, 1948.

Before the monolith that remembers the
martyr in the exact place where the Captain
of the Rural Guard, Joaquin Casillas
Lumpuy, ended his life, thousands of
workers, students, combatants and others
dedicated songs, dances and poems to the
labor hero, including the placing of a floral
wreath on behalf of the Cuban people by
Federico Hernandez, Party first secretary in
Granma,; Orlando Celso Garcia, president
of Azcuba, and Ismael Druyet, member of
the National Secretariat of the Cuban
Workers’ Federation.

Meanwhile, at the Havana headquarters of the Union of Writers and Artists of Cuba (UNEAC), tribute was
also paid to Menéndez, known as the “General of the Sugar Canes,” from the poem by Nicolas Guillén, a
beautiful elegy that immortalized him in verse.

During the brief event organized by the Aponte Commission, the Nicolas Guillén Foundation and UNEAC,
poet Miguel Barnet, president of the latter, recognized the transcendental values of Jesus Menéndez’s
work and recalled the day he was buried and the huge crowd that accompanied him to his final resting
place. Like Guillén, he also remains alive among us, Barnet said.
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