U.S. drone strike kills 21 people
In Afghanistan

Kabul, March 9 (RHC)-- Two missilesfired from a U.S. drone have hit an alleged terrorist compound
in Afghanistan, killing 21 people, according to intelligence officialsand Taliban commandersin
neighboring Pakistan.

Thedrone strike took targeted a facility frequented by Mullah Fazlullah, the leader of the Pakistani
Taliban who isbelieved to be hiding in Afghanistan, according to Pakistani intelligence officials and
Taliban commander.

Fazlullah isthe son-in-law of a Sufi Mohammad, an anti-U.S. cleric who was recently freed by
Pakistan amid growing tensions between | lamabad and Washington over the so-called war on terror
and arange of other issues.

The Pakistani intelligence officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, said Fazlullah was apparently
not there but hisson waskilled. They say the strike occurred in Afghanistan’s Kunar province, just
across the Pakistani border.

The United States made no comment on the strike. There was also no immediate comment from the
Afghan and Pakistani gover nments, aswell asfrom the NATO military alliance.



Tensions arosein relations between the United States and Pakistan following U.S. President Donald
Trump’saccusations that Pakistan was harboring " terrorists.”

Pakistan has vehemently denied the charge and saysit has carried out several military operationsin
the country'stribal regions and elsewheretokill or arrest militants.
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