
Bogota prison riot over
coronavirus leaves 23 dead and
83 injured 

Bogota, March 23 (RHC)-- At least 23 people have died and dozens more are injured following a riot over
coronavirus in La Modelo prison in the Colombian capital Bogota, the country's justice ministry has
said.  Seven prison guards were injured during the outbreak of violence on Saturday night, which took
place as prisoner protests over sanitary conditions erupted into bloodshed.  Two of the guards are in a
critical condition, Justice Minister Margarita Cabello said on Sunday.

La Modelo prison was the scene of the worst of the violence, with graphic videos circulating on social
media showing prisoners burning objects and a prison guard on the ground having apparently suffered
serious injuries.

Cabello said that no prisoners escaped during the unrest. "There is not any sanitary problem that would
have caused this plan and these riots.  There is not one infection nor any prisoner or custodial or
administrative staffer who has coronavirus," the justice minister said.

The South American country is imposing a nationwide lockdown on Tuesday night in a bid to tackle the
spread of the Covid-19 illness.  A total of 231 people are confirmed as having contracted the disease in



the country and two have died.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/217485-bogota-prison-riot-over-coronavirus-leaves-23-
dead-and-83-injured
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