
Palestine requested coronavirus
help, Israel responds with
repression

Ramallah, April 15 (RHC)-- Secretary General of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) Saeb Erekat
says Palestine requested cooperation from Israel to combat the current COVID-19 epidemic but instead
received incursions, killings and demolitions from the occupying regime.

The chief of the executive committee of the PLO made the remarks in a statement he delivered on
Palestine television on Tuesday, stressing that Palestine only tried to cooperate with the regime in the
fight against the new coronavirus, Palestine’s official Wafa news agency reported.

In response to our request, Israel “carried out 187 incursions in the past days, killed three Palestinians,
and wounded 47 others” in the occupied West Bank, Erekat said, adding that the regime also demolished
53 Palestinians buildings and structures, and carried out “188 arrest campaigns.”

He said Israel deprived Palestinians in the East Jerusalem al-Quds of the necessary health services to
fight COVID-19, and confiscated food items and refrained from disinfecting public places in the eastern
sector of the city.



Official figures by Palestine’s Health Ministry shows that as of Tuesday, 308 people have tested positive
for COVID-19 and two others have died in the occupied West Bank and the besieged Gaza Strip.  Israel
said on Tuesday that the new coronavirus had infected 11,868 people and killed 117 others.

The central laboratory in the Gaza Strip has run out of necessary supplies to process COVID-19 tests, the
Palestinian health ministry says.  Gaza, under a tight Israeli-imposed land, air, and sea blockade since
2007, faces an alarming health situation.  Its central medical laboratory announced earlier this month that
it had run out of necessary supplies to administer COVID-19 tests.

The situation will definitely delay the necessary procedures for ending the isolation of hundreds of
quarantined people who have already given samples for testing.

Various rights groups and organizations have so far pleaded the global community and different
international organizations to pressure Tel Aviv to lift the siege and allow international donors to provide
Gazans with necessary medical supplies.
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