U.S. health authorities report
more than 100 cases of ingested
disinfectants
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New York, April 25 (RHC)-- The New York City Department of Health said it saw an uptick in Lysol and
bleach exposures after President Donald Trump wondered about the prospect of the disinfectants being
used as an internal treatment for the coronavirus.

In the 18 hours prior to 3 p.m. Friday, the NYC Poison Control Center managed nine cases about
exposure to Lysol, 10 bleach cases and 11 cases related to other household cleaners, for a total of 30
cases. That's more than double the cases during the same 18-hour period in 2019, when the center
managed two cases pertaining to bleach, with a total of 13 cases regarding a household product and no
Lysol products. The data was first published in the New York Daily News and reported by ABC News
affiliate WABC Radio.

The U.S. state of Maryland sent out an emergency alert after receiving more than 100 calls on consuming
disinfectant as a possible treatment to COVID-19, according to the governor's office.

At his news conference Thursday, Trump noted that researchers were looking at the effects of
disinfectants on the virus and wondered aloud if they could be injected into people, saying the virus "does



a tremendous number on the lungs, so it would be interesting to check that."

The backlash against the comments was swift and overwhelming. The parent company of Lysol and
another disinfectant warned Friday that its products should not be used as an internal treatment for the
coronavirus.
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