Vatican Details Punishment of
Child Sexual Abusersfor First
Time

HOLY SEE

Vatican City, May 8 (RHC)-- The Roman Catholic Church has provided its most detailed account to date
of the number of clergy officials punished for allegations of child sexual abuse.

In testimony to the United Nations, Vatican representative Silvano Tomasi said nearly 850 priests have
been dismissed and more than 2,500 have been disciplined. Tomasi said: "There were, since 2004 to the
end of 2013, 848 priests who were dismissed from the clerical status and reduced to the lay status, and
several hundred more had received other types of penalties, so that together they are about 3,500
priests."”

Tomasi says the church has paid more than $2.5 billion in compensation to child sexual abuse victims
since 1950. The disclosures come as part of a United Nations hearing into the Vatican’'s compliance with
an international treaty barring torture.

In response to Tomasi’s testimony, Barbara Blaine of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests,
or SNAP, accused the church of continuing to evade responsibility for its crimes against children. She
said that even as a child in the 1960s and '70s, she knew that raping children was a crime and that "to



claim they didn't know any better is ludicrous."
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