London hand gel stations being
smashed up for alcohol gel inside

London, July 13 (RHC)-- Hand sanitizer stations set up in town and city centers across England are being
smashed up by people who then drink the alcohol gel inside, it has been reported.

The units, which have been installed to help shoppers protect themselves from coronavirus as lockdown
restrictions are eased, are being targeted by vandals who then dispense the sanitiser into bottles for
supping, BusinessWaste.co.uk, a York-based company contracted with disposing of thousands of gel
containers up and down the country every week, has claimed.

“It's happening all over the place, pretty much everywhere,” director Mark Hall told The Independent. “We
take these away for councils and businesses, and we’re seeing so many damaged you wouldn’t believe.

“It's mindless idiocy. This stuff is 80 per cent proof with who knows what other chemicals inside. Do not
drink it.”

Continued inaction on the part of the water industry means one fifth of the daily supply, as much as 3
billion litres a day, is lost to leaks with a serious risk of parts of England running out of water in as little as
20 years time.



Mr. Hall went on to add that at least one supermarket chain the company dealt with had reported that
such gels had become a prime target of shoplifters. In the town of Hebburn, in the North East, several
such public hand-cleaning points have been removed after residents and businesses reported them being
targeted.

“We are aware that a small minority of people are using hand sanitiser stations inappropriately,” a
spokesperson for South Tyneside Council, which installed the units, said.

And they added: “This is totally unacceptable and we urge people to behave responsibly. Any damage

will be reported to the police. “These points have been installed for the benefit of the whole community

and in line with government guidance around social distancing and hand hygiene to help prevent further
spread of COVID-19.”
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