
Italy returns to complete
lockdown over coronavirus
pandemic
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Second wave of COVID as deadly as the first in Italy. (Photo: AFP)

Rome, December 26 (RHC)-- The number of people dying with coronavirus in Italy in the second wave of
infections is comparable with the toll recorded in the first, a grim milestone that comes amid fresh
lockdown measures.



The Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI) reported earlier this week that between September 1
and December 22, 33,731 people died with coronavirus.  That compared with 35,376 people from
February 21 until August 31 -- a period that included the peak of the pandemic in Italy, which has been at
the epicentre of Europe’s battle with the virus.

In December, daily death tolls have again been high, between 600 and 800 fatalities every 24 hours.  This
morbid reality has reminded many of the worst days of Italy’s pandemic.  On December 3, 993 people
died with the virus in a day – a record number.

In a bid to stem the crisis, Italians are banned from travelling between regions from December 25 and 26,
the Christmas period, to January 1, New Year’s Day.

"The local health system had not been strengthened enough,” Carlo Alberto Rossi, director of Milan’s
(OMCEO) medical association, told reporters.  “During the first wave, we warned that certain measures
needed to be implemented and these have been done partially or too late.”

He believes the government should have enforced local health authority units to hire more doctors and
improved coordination between regional health networks and hospitals.  “Obviously, with a high number of
cases, you want to contain the situation by boosting hospitals’ reception capacity in emergency rooms.
But if you are not able to isolate cases at the origin, then you will never resolve the core problem.”

As many observers have noted, the pandemic has highlighted the effects of years of funding cuts.  “The
number of local doctors has been cut to the bones throughout the years, and nothing has been done to
increase it,” said Rossi, fearing that many doctors will soon retire.

To some extent, it is also down to demographics.  Twenty-three percent of the population is aged over 65,
according to the National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT).  Italy had managed to exit the storm of the first
wave, thanks to one of the world’s strictest nationwide lockdowns, enforced in March.

People were allowed to leave the house only for necessities.  The summer brought respite, and by August
the average age of COVID patients had lowered to 29.  Previous sacrifices seemed to pay off.  By
autumn, when other European countries started witnessing a surge in positive cases, figures in Italy
remained relatively low.

But as winter approached, concerns over the country’s testing and tracing systems were growing.  In
October, people complained that it was difficult to secure a test through state-run local health agencies,
receive assistance, or report their infections.
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