
WHO refutes Wuhan lab claim
about coronavirus origin

World Health Organization expert researcher Peter Ben Embarek speaks during a press
conference to wrap up a visit by an international team of experts, in Wuhan.  (Photo: AFP)

Beijing, February 10 (RHC)-- A team of experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) investigating
the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic have dismissed a controversial theory that the virus leaked from a
laboratory in the Chinese city of Wuhan.

The WHO fact-finding mission, which has been in China over the past two weeks to probe the origins of
the pandemic, announced during a media briefing on Tuesday that the possibility of the virus having
leaked from a lab was “extremely unlikely” and did not require further study.



Peter Ben Embarek, the head of the WHO team, said Beijing had granted “full access” to all sites and
personnel they had requested to conduct a comprehensive investigation.

The WHO fact-finding mission arrived in Wuhan last month and visited key sites, including the Huanan
seafood market, the location of the first known cluster of infections, as well as the Wuhan Institute of
Virology, which was said by some to have been the actual origin of the virus.  The institute and the
Chinese government had already rejected the allegation.

Since the outbreak of the epidemic, the origin of the new coronavirus has been widely discussed online,
and conspiracy theories have emerged around it.  The pandemic became a political tool at the hands of
former US president Donald Trump, who routinely called the pathogen “the Wuhan virus.”

The World Health Organization says the US had provided no evidence to support US President Donald
Trump’s claim that the coronavirus originated in a Chinese lab.  Trump and his associates also claimed
that there had been evidence that Beijing created the new coronavirus in the medical lab in the Chinese
city, even though the US intelligence agencies said they had seen no such evidence.

The coronavirus pandemic has so far claimed the lives of nearly 2,341,000 people and infected well over
107,147,260 across the world.

The Wuhan Institute of Virology has dismissed U.S. claims that the coronavirus may have leaked from
there.
The WHO team also said there had been no indication of the transmission of the new coronavirus in
Wuhan before December 2019, when the first official cases of COVID-19 were recorded.

“In trying to understand the picture of December 2019, we embarked on a very detailed and profound
search for other cases that may have been missed, cases earlier on in 2019,” said Embarek.  “And the
conclusion was we did not find evidence of large outbreaks that could be related to cases of COVID-19
prior to December 2019 in Wuhan or elsewhere,” he added.

Embarek also said the team had not identified an animal source and that the virus could have been
circulating in other regions before it was identified in Wuhan.  Speaking alongside Embarek, head of
China’s expert panel on the outbreak, Liang Wannian, also said that early data suggested that the
coronavirus could have been circulating for “several weeks” before it was identified in Wuhan.

“This indicates the possibility of the missed reported circulation in other regions,” Liang said, adding that
there was “no evidence” to suggest the virus had been spreading in Wuhan before December 2019.
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