
British prime minister says
‘greed' and ‘capitalism’ behind
UK vaccine successes

London, March 24 (RHC)-- British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has told legislators from his governing
Conservative Party that “capitalism” and “greed” were behind the United Kingdom’s rapid COVID-19
vaccination program.

Johnson’s comments on Tuesday, reported by The Sun newspaper, were made during a closed Zoom
meeting with Conservative MPs in which he also praised pharmaceutical companies for developing
vaccines at speed.



“The reason we have the vaccine success is because of capitalism, because of greed my friends,”
Johnson was quoted as saying.  Johnson later attempted to backtrack on the comments, reportedly telling
his fellow Conservatives to “forget” what he said and adding that he regretted his initial remarks.

The UK on Tuesday observed a national day of reflection, a year after it first went into a COVID-19
lockdown.  The pandemic has killed more than 125,000 people in the UK and plunged the economy into
recession.

The UK is gradually easing lockdown restrictions under a plan underpinned by the success of the national
vaccination campaign, which has seen more than 28 million people receive a first dose to date – one of
the quickest rollouts in the world.

But tensions are running high with the European Union over supply as the bloc is considering imposing a
vaccine exports ban on the UK.  It is understood that the move is aimed at ensuring the EU does not
export more vaccines than it imports.

On Tuesday, an EU official said the European Commission will extend the bloc’s powers to potentially
block vaccine exports to the UK – and other areas with much higher vaccination rates. The measures will
also block companies from backloading contracted supplies.

The EU’s own vaccination campaign, plagued by shortages and delays, lags behind the UK and other
nations including the United States and Israel.  Johnson’s comments, which an unidentified source told
The Sun were not connected to the EU furore, could inflame the row.

His remarks also attracted criticism in the UK, where a raft of politicians and other public figures took to
Twitter to condemn the prime minister.  Andy Burnham, member of the opposition Labour Party and
Mayor of Greater Manchester, Tweeted: “Celebrating “greed” in a pandemic?  Same old Tories.”

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/251812-british-prime-minister-says-greed-and-
capitalism-behind-uk-vaccine-successes
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