
Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia’s
founding father, dies at 97

Kenneth Kaunda was a leader of African liberation and great friend of the Cuban Revolution and
Fidel

Lusaka, June 17 (RHC)-- Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia’s founding president and liberation hero, has died at a
military hospital in Lusaka where he was being treated for pneumonia, his son, Kambarage, said on
Thursday.  He was 97.

Kaunda ruled Zambia from 1964, when the southern African nation won its independence from Britain,
until 1991, and afterwards become one of Africa’s most committed activists against HIV/AIDS.



“I am sad to inform (members) we have lost Mzee.  Let’s pray for him,” Kambarage said on the late
president’s Facebook page.  The former president had been feeling unwell and had been admitted to the
Maina Soko Medical Centre in Lusaka earlier this week.

Kenneth Kaunda will be remembered more for his role as an anti-colonial fighter who stood up to white
minority-ruled South Africa and in Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe.  

The youngest of eight children, Kaunda’s father died when he was eight years old.  His mother was a
teacher – a rare profession for Zambian women in those days.

He started his political career as organising secretary of the Northern Rhodesia African National Congress
(ANC) in the Northern Province of Zambia.  But in 1958 he broke from the ANC to form the Zambian
African National Congress (ZANC).  The colonial authorities banned it a year later, and Kaunda was
imprisoned in the capital Lusaka for nine months.

ZANC became the United Party for National Development (UNIP) in 1959.  The following year Kaunda
was released from prison and elected president of UNIP. He then stared organising civil disobedience
known as the Cha-cha-cha campaign.

It was the philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi that made Kaunda become committed to non-violent principles.
 Using his rhetorical skills to appeal to the public, Kaunda won independence for his nation without
resorting to violence in 1964.  As UNIP president, he ruled Zambia for 27 years.

In foreign policy, Kaunda provided logistical help to other African liberation movements, including the
Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU) and the breakaway Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU)
of Southern Rhodesia and the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa.

Throughout the African continent, many streets, buildings and airports are named after him. And even in
old age, he repeatedly raised his voice in public against perceived injustices as well as the oppression of
minorities.
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