
Leaked UN draft report warns of
accelerating climate devastation
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In this file photo, displaced families arrive after being rescued by boat from a flooded area of
Buzi district, 200 kilometers (120 miles) outside Beira, Mozambique [File: Tsvangirayi
Mukwazhi/AP Photo]



United Nations, June 25 (RHC)-- A leaked draft report from the United Nations has painted a distressing
picture of how climate change will fundamentally reshape life on Earth in the coming decades, even if
humans can tame planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions.

In what is by far considered the most comprehensive catalogue ever assembled of how climate change is
upending the world, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) drafted a 4,000-page
document that was seen by AFP news agency on Wednesday.

Species extinction, more widespread disease, unliveable heat, ecosystem collapse, cities menaced by
rising seas – these and other devastating climate effects are accelerating and are bound to become
painfully obvious before a child born today turns 30, according to the draft report.

“The worst is yet to come, affecting our children’s and grandchildren’s lives much more than our own,” the
draft report says.  But the document, designed to influence critical policy decisions, is not scheduled for
release until February 2022 – too late for crunch UN summits this year on climate, biodiversity and food
systems, some scientists say.

The report warns that previous major climate shocks dramatically altered the environment and wiped out
most species, raising the question of whether humanity is sowing the seeds of its own demise.

“Life on Earth can recover from a drastic climate shift by evolving into new species and creating new
ecosystems,” it says. “Humans cannot.”  The IPCC released a statement on Wednesday saying it “does
not comment on the contents of draft reports while work is still ongoing”.

Respected climate scientist Francois Gemenne, who leads the Hugo Observatory and is an author on the
IPPC report, stressed that the draft seen by AFP will undergo revisions before it is finalised and may even
include extra sections.  “This is not the version that will be adopted in February 2022,” he said on Twitter.
 He added that it would be a “serious mistake” to imagine that any focus on the “key messages” was
useful.

“Disclosure of results prior to the outcome of this process undermines the credibility of the work of the
IPCC as a whole,” Gemenne said.  There are at least four main takeaways in the draft report, which may
be subject to minor changes in the coming months as the IPCC shifts its focus to a key executive
summary for policymakers.

The first is that with 1.1 degrees Celsius of warming clocked so far, the climate is already changing. A
decade ago, scientists believed that limiting global warming to two degrees Celsius above mid-19th
century levels would be enough to safeguard our future.

That goal is enshrined in the 2015 Paris Agreement, adopted by nearly 200 nations which pledged to
collectively cap warming at “well below” two degrees Celsius – and 1.5 degrees if possible. Current trends
suggest a three degrees Celsius rise at least.

Earlier models predicted Earth-altering climate change would not be seen before 2100. But the UN draft
report says that prolonged warming even beyond 1.5 degrees Celsius could produce “progressively
serious, centuries’ long and, in some cases, irreversible consequences”.

Last month, the World Meteorological Organization projected a 40 percent chance that Earth will cross the
1.5-degree threshold for at least one year by 2026.  For some plants and animals, it could be too late:
“Even at 1.5 degrees Celsius of warming, conditions will change beyond many organisms’ ability to
adapt,” the report notes. Coral reefs – ecosystems on which half a billion people depend – are one
example.



Indigenous populations in the Arctic face cultural extinction as the environment upon which their
livelihoods and history are built continues to melt.  A warming world has also increased the length of fire
seasons, doubled potential burnable areas, and contributed to food systems losses.

Jennifer Francis, senior scientist at the Woodwell Climate Research Center, told Al Jazeera that the effect
of global warming will be felt at the individual level as well as on a global scale.

“Places that are warm and humid are where we are going to see the most impact on human life, because
when you combine humidity with high temperature it means that your body cannot get rid of the heat that
it generates as part of its normal operation,” said Francis. “And if that combination gets too high that is
when we see people succumbing to heat waves,” she added.

Francis said that while North America, Europe and the Middle East are already experiencing dangerous
heat waves, they could extend to the north as well, noting that Siberia recorded a temperature of 100
degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius) last summer for the first time.
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