U.S. Forces Japan announces
more stringent measures amid
vVirus surge
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U.S. Forces Japan Increases to Health Protection Bravo

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Due to the recent increase i COVID-19 cases at US
nstallations and throughout Japan, Commander, United States Forces Japan has made the
decision to raise the Health Protection Condition level from Alpha to Bravo for all U.S. mil
installations Japan-wide, establishing more stringent mitigation measures in a further effort
prevent virus transmission.

A declaration of HPCON Bravo requuires an increase of mutigation efforts. These steps have
included mandating mask wear in any public area and on-base facility while in restriction o
movement (ROM ) until m receipt of a negative COVID test; requinng a COVID test upon
arrival to Japan via Mil-Aar and Patriot Express; and reinforcing that all personnel continue
required to wear masks regardless of vaccination status while off base. Additionally, each
installation may implement further mitigation efforts based on its own COVID-19 condition

COVID-19 and its effects on readiness are a continual cause for concem for commanders as
personnel continue to operate in a region with a severe secunty environment. Given this cor
the Commander, USFJ, has taken several steps over the past month to minimize the influx
COVID-19 into our forces and local communities. USFJ now requires no less than three ne;
COVID-19 tests upon traveling to Japan mcluding testing pror to departure for Japan,
immediately upon amival, and again while in ROM status on installation,

USEJY will continue to monitor and adjust COVID-19 mitigation measures in cooperation w
GOJ counterparts, Where COVID-19 clusters are discoverad, the US has acted promptly to
mitigate risk to the SOFA population and surrounding commuuuty, including holding violat
accountable under a wide array of administrative remedies uniquely available to military
commanders.

The mitigation measures we have instituted throughout USFE] are intended to protect our for
readiness, the well-being of our families, and the health of Japan's citizens. We recognize
have a part to play in keeping our communities safe.

Should vou have any guestions please contact us.

[ " - [ 1
i il i e e e 5B Rt - & b i e - s B e s rmheas i w l awml



U.S. Forces Japan says it is establishing “more stringent mitigation measures” to prevent
COVID-19 transmissions at its bases in the country. The measures include requiring U.S.
military personnel to wear masks while off base and stricter testing mandates.

Tokyo, January 6 (RHC)-- U.S. Forces Japan says it is establishing “more stringent mitigation measures”
to prevent COVID-19 transmissions at its bases in the country. The measures include requiring U.S.
military personnel to wear masks while off base and stricter testing mandates.

Moves come amid a surge in infections in Okinawa, which is host to 70 percent of U.S. military facilities in

Japan. The prefecture leads the country in new infections and is considering imposing quasi-emergency
measures.

The U.S. military in Okinawa reported six new cases on Wednesday, down from a high of 235 on Sunday.
A total of 3,868 cases have been reported by US Forces Japan, according to local media.
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