
British rail workers stage third
walkout in week

Railway workers hold flags at a picket line outside Waterloo Station in London on June 21, 2022.
(Photo by AFP)

London, June 25 (RHC)-- Tens of thousands of British rail workers have staged their third walkout this
week, bringing the country's railway system to a virtual standstill in the biggest strike in 30 years.



Some 40,000 union workers staged their third walkout of the week on Saturday in a dispute over pay and
job security.  Rail firms repeated pleas for people to avoid traveling unless necessary.

The RMT rail union, which staged this week's action, said the strike was necessary as wages have failed
to keep pace with Britain's inflation.   MT general secretary Mick Lynch said its members are "standing up
for all working people trying to get a pay rise and some job security."  “In a modern economy, workers
need to be properly rewarded for their work, enjoy good conditions and have the peace of mind that their
job will not be taken away from them.”

Network Rail chief executive Andrew Haines, however, said that the decision “to carry out another day of
needless and premature strike action means our passengers will suffer again on Saturday.”

"A fraction of trains will run compared to a usual Saturday service, with trains starting later in the morning
and finishing much earlier in the evening."

Only around a fifth of services are set to operate on heavily reduced hours on Saturday.

Rail revenues remain about £2 billion short of pre-pandemic levels and the government has told Network
Rail and train operating companies to find savings through “modernization” to fund pay deals.

The union has been offered a package worth 3% but inflation reached 9.1% – or 11.7% on the measure
usually used to determine rail salaries – this week.  Unions and Labour have called on the government to
join direct talks but the transport secretary, Grant Shapps, has insisted it is a matter for the employers.
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