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Ecuadorian president breaks off dialogue with Indigenous leaders
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On Tuesday, Ecuadorian President Guillermo Lasso hardened his position and broke off
dialogue with the Confederation of Indigenous Nationals of Ecuador (CONAIE)

Quito, June 28 (RHC)-- On Tuesday, Ecuadorian President Guillermo Lasso hardened his position and
broke off dialogue with the Confederation of Indigenous Nationals of Ecuador (CONAIE), the organization
that called for a national strike that has shaken this Andean country for 16 consecutive days.



During a national broadcast, the Ecuadorian president tried to justify his position by recalling that a soldier
died as a result of an attack on a convoy transporting fuel from the Amazon region.

Lasso said that his administration will not talk again with CONAIE President Leonidas Iza or with other
leaders until the Indigenous communities have "legitimate" representatives.  He claims he will only talk to
leaders who are open to "real and frank" dialogue.

"We will not sit down to talk with Leonidas Iza again, who only defends his political interests and not the
interests of his people," the conservative politician stressed.

In reaction to these statements, CONAIE recalled that the Ecuadorian government has not expressed its
willingness for dialogue, which was evidenced by the absence of President Lasso himself in the round of
negotiations that began on Monday.
 
"The government breaks off the dialogue confirming its authoritarianism, lack of will and incapacity.  We
hold Guillermo Lasso responsible for the consequences of his warmongering policy.  We demand respect
for our maximum leader.  Lasso does not break with Leonidas.  Lasso breaks with the people," the
CONAIE tweeted.

On Tuesday morning, before the presidential announcement, the leaders of the organizations taking part
in the national strike were concentrated at the National Basilica waiting for the resumption of the second
round of negotiations.  Government representatives never showed up.
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