British passengers face disruption
astrain drivers strike over pay

A photograph taken on August 13, 2022 shows closed train ticket barriers at Charing Cross train
station in London. (Photo by AFP)

London, August 14 (RHC)-- Rail passengers are facing disruption as train drivers have walked out across
the United Kingdom in yet another series of strikes over low pay and working conditions.

Thousands of members of the train drivers’ union Aslef were on strike on Saturday amid a dispute over
pay and “modernization” on the railway. The strike affects nine train companies, disrupting most intercity
trains between London and the Midlands, northern England and Scotland, and into south Wales.

Parts of the UK, including the West Midlands, south-west England and Kent, has no trains running on
Saturday. The train network has already been crippled by previous strikes, including a three-day walkout



in June that was the country's biggest for 30 years.

Train companies and other industries are demanding higher pay to mitigate inflation that is forecast to hit
13 percent by the end of the year. The union said operators had failed to make a pay offer in line with the
increase in the cost of living.

The Aslef general secretary, Mick Whelan, said the companies "will not give our members an increase."
"They blame the government... while the government says it's down to the train operators. So we are
caught in a Catch-22 situation where each side blames the other," he said. Further rail strikes are
planned for the next weekend.

The United Kingdom, with the inflation rate at a 40-year high of 9 percent in April, is struggling with a huge
rise in the price of energy. Economists say Britain is expected to have the highest inflation among the
counties of the Group of Seven (G-7) not just this year, but also in 2023 and 2024.
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