
Extremely dangerous Arctic blast
hits northern U.S. and Canada
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A fallen tree blocks most of Barton Skyway in Austin, Texas, during a winter storm on February
1, 2023 [Jay Janner/USA Today Network via Reuters]

New York, February 3 (RHC)-- A “powerful” blast of Arctic cold has swept across the northeastern United
States and parts of Canada, threatening record low temperatures over the weekend.  The National
Weather Service in the U.S. warned on Friday that the “impressive” cold front would plunge temperatures
15 to 35 degrees below average on the Fahrenheit scale (7 to 17 Celsius) across a broad swathe of the



country, from the Upper Mississippi Valley to New England.

Temperatures are expected to hit -79 C (-110 F) atop New Hampshire’s Mount Washington, the highest
peak in the U.S. Northeast.   And the National Weather Service bureau in Caribou, Maine, near the border
with Canada warned of “life-threatening blowing snow”, leading to blizzard conditions.

“This is an epic, generational arctic outbreak,” the agency said, adding that it expected the “lowest wind
chills in decades or, in some cases, the lowest ever recorded.”

Schools across the northeast cancelled their Friday classes, including in Boston, where the mayor’s office
declared a “cold weather emergency” through Sunday.  The Manchester School District in New
Hampshire noted that, as children were released to go home on Thursday, the wind chill made
temperatures drop to -26 C (-15 F).

“In these conditions, frostbite can develop in as little as 30 minutes,” the district said on Twitter.  “This is
simply too cold for students who walk home.”

The polar blast also delayed events including the U.S. National Toboggan Championship, a sledding
competition held in Camden, Maine, where temperatures are forecasted to plummet to -37C (-35F) by
early Saturday.

Officials across the region have warned of heightened risks for hypothermia and other cold-related
conditions as temperatures continue to dip.  The low temperatures are linked to cold, dry air that has been
pushed down from Canada, propelled by high-altitude currents, Bob Oravec, a senior forecaster at the
National Weather Service, told The Associated Press news agency.

Wind and extreme cold warnings were in place across large sections of Atlantic Canada – including Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Newfoundland and Labrador – and the major cities of Montreal and Toronto
were also under extreme cold advisories, according to Environment Canada.  “We’ll see temperatures
that are really, brutally cold,” Environment Canada senior climatologist David Phillips told CTV News this
week. “It’s really a one-and-a-half-day wonder.”

Toronto Pearson International Airport advised travellers to be patient as the cold could lead to delays. “If
travelling, please pack some patience as [ground crews] may need to take breaks to warm up,” the airport
tweeted on Thursday evening.

In Montreal, temperatures were expected to hit between -38 C and -48 C on Friday and Saturday.
 “Extreme cold puts everyone at risk,” Environment Canada said in an advisory on Friday morning.
 “Cover up.  Frostbite can develop within minutes on exposed skin, especially with wind chill,” it said.

The cold-weather system is expected to hit the Mid-Atlantic region by Saturday before continuing off the
coast by Sunday.  In the meantime, parts of the Great Lakes and U.S. Northeast are expected to receive
lake-effect snow into Saturday night.

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/312670-extremely-dangerous-arctic-blast-hits-northern-
us-and-canada
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