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Zahra Ershadi, Iran’s deputy permanent representative to the United Nations (Photo by IRNA)

United Nations, October 4 (RHC)-- The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) condemns all forms of terrorism,
but war on terror must not be used as a pretext to use force against countries, a statement issued by the
group says.

The statement was read by Iran’s deputy permanent representative to the United Nations Zahra Ershadi
on behalf of the movement before the Sixth Committee of the 78th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York on “Measures to eliminate international terrorism” on Monday. 

“The Non-Aligned Movement unequivocally rejects terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, as well as
all acts, methods, and practices of terrorism wherever, by whomever, against whomsoever committed,”
the statement said.

“The Non-Aligned Movement rejects actions and measures, the use or threat of use of force, imposed or
threatened to be imposed, by any State against any Non-Aligned Member Country under the pretext of
combating terrorism or to pursue its political aims, including by directly or indirectly categorizing them as
terrorism sponsoring-States,” it added.

The statement said NAM totally rejects the unilateral preparation of lists accusing states of allegedly
supporting terrorism, adding such acts are unlawful and constitute a form of psychological and political
terrorism.   “Terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, civilization or
ethnic group, and these attributions should not be used to justify terrorism or counter-terrorism
measures."

The statement emphasized that terrorism should not be equated with the struggle of peoples under
colonial or alien domination and foreign occupation, for self-determination and national liberation.   It also
urged Member States to refrain from extending political, diplomatic, moral, or material support for
terrorism.

“States should also ensure that refugee status or other legal statuses not be abused by the perpetrators,
organizers or facilitators of terrorist acts and that claims of political motivation by them are not recognized
as grounds for refusing requests for their extradition.”

It also expressed concerns over the growing threat posed by foreign terrorist fighters who travel to a State
other than their State of residence or nationality to commit or participate in terrorist acts and underlined
the importance of United Nations capacity-building in the most affected regions.

Moreover, the statement said, NAM voices deep concerns over the “misinterpretation” and
“misrepresentation” of religions by terrorist groups to justify terrorism in an effort to instill hatred in the
hearts and minds of the youth.

“In this regard, it is imperative to effectively counter the narratives of terrorism through a comprehensive
and international framework with an effective and comprehensive method aimed at addressing all its root
causes, including through the engagement of community leaders and clerics from all denominations.”

The statement called for an international summit conference under the auspices of the UN to formulate a
joint organized response of the international community to terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,
including identifying its root causes.

“We further reiterate the importance of the conclusion of a Comprehensive Convention for Combating
International Terrorism,” it said.
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