
Israeli military attacks worsen
humanitarian crisis



Gaza City, October 13 (RHC)-- Gaza’s humanitarian crisis is deepening as Israel continues to pummel the
besieged Palestinian territory with air and artillery attacks for a sixth straight day, reducing whole
neighborhoods to rubble. 

Gaza’s Ministry of Health reported on Thursday that Israel’s attacks have killed more than 1,350
Palestinians and wounded more than 6,000.  More than 320 children are among the dead.  Survivors
have been seen searching the rubble of their homes for lost possessions — and food.

One of the survivors on the ground, Azaam Shamiya, said: “We left our homes thinking we would return in
an hour. We left our belongings, money, food and everything we owned.  Now there are 50 people left
homeless without food, drink, water or electricity.  I do not know how we will provide food for our children.
 I am searching here under the rubble for even the remains of lentils and rice, even a little for my
children.”

Israel’s energy minister said no basic resources or humanitarian aid, including water, will be allowed into
Gaza until Hamas releases hostages.  His warning came after Gaza’s only power station ran out of fuel,
plunging the territory into darkness.  

The International Committee of the Red Cross warned in a statement> “As Gaza loses power, hospitals
lose power, putting newborns in incubators and elderly patients on oxygen at risk.  Kidney dialysis stops,
and X-rays can’t be taken.  Without electricity, hospitals risk turning into morgues.”

The U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, reports at least 340,000 Palestinians have been
displaced across the Gaza Strip.  UNRWA also reports Israeli strikes have killed nine U.N. staffers since
Saturday, with bombs damaging 18 schools being used as makeshift shelters . UNRWA’s headquarters in
Gaza City was also damaged by an Israeli strike.
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