
United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights
affirms Israel's collective
punishment in Gaza is a war
crime
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Geneva, November 9 (RHC)-- United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk declared
Wednesday that "the collective punishment by Israel of Palestinian civilians amounts... to a war crime, as
does the unlawful forcible evacuation of civilians."
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"We have fallen off a precipice. This cannot continue."    United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights Volker Türk

Israel's monthlong war on Gaza has killed over 10,500 Palestinians, wounded thousands more, displaced
70% of the strip's 2.3 million residents, and decimated civilian infrastructure, including homes, religious
buildings, and hospitals.

Türk's comments came after he visited the Rafah border crossing that connects Egypt to Gaza, which he
described as "the gates to a living nightmare—a nightmare where people have been suffocating, under
persistent bombardment, mourning their families, struggling for water, for food, for electricity and fuel."

Long before October 7, when a Hamas-led attack killed over 1,400 Israelis and triggered Israel's
retaliation, Gaza was "described as the world's biggest open-air prison... under a 56-year occupation and
a 16-year blockade by Israel," he highlighted.



"Even in the context of a 56-year-old occupation, the current situation is the most dangerous in decades,
faced by people in Gaza, in Israel, in the West Bank, but also regionally."

The U.N. rights chief also stressed that "the atrocities perpetrated by Palestinian armed groups... were
heinous, brutal, and shocking. They were war crimes—as is the continued holding of hostages." Israeli
officials say there are about 240 hostages.

"We have fallen off a precipice. This cannot continue," he warned. "Even in the context of a 56-year-old
occupation, the current situation is the most dangerous in decades, faced by people in Gaza, in Israel, in
the West Bank, but also regionally."

Türk emphasized that "parties to the conflict have the obligation to take constant care to spare the civilian
population and civilian objects," and as an occupying power, Israel is required "to ensure a maximum of
basic necessities of life can reach all who need it."

"I call—as a matter of urgency—for the parties now to agree [to] a cease-fire on the basis of three critical
human rights imperatives: We need urgent delivery of massive levels of humanitarian aid, throughout
Gaza," he declared.

The official also called for all hostages to be freed without condition and said that "crucially, we need to
enable the political space to implement a durable end to the occupation, based on the rights of both
Palestinians and Israelis to self-determination and their legitimate security interests."

U.N. Secretary-General António Guterres -- who has also been pushing for a cease-fire-- called out
Israel's aerial and ground operations for their impact on civilians during a Reuters conference on
Wednesday.

"There are violations by Hamas when they have human shields. But when one looks at the number of
civilians that were killed with the military operations, there is something that is clearly wrong," he said.  
"We have in a few days in Gaza thousands and thousands of children killed, which means there is also
something clearly wrong in the way military operations are being done," the U.N. leader added.

According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health in Gaza, the Israeli war against Hamas has killed over
4,300 children.

"It is also important to make Israel understand that it is against the interests of Israel to see every day the
terrible image of the dramatic humanitarian needs of the Palestinian people," Guterres said. "That doesn't
help Israel in relation to the global public opinion."
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