Vessels supporting U.S.-built
Gaza aid pier wash away in heavy
Seas



ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA

Long process to deliver aid to Gaza by sea

In light of Israel repeatedly blocking aid delivery via land crossings, the United States
has built a $320m floating dock off Gaza's coast to deliver aid by sea. Numerous aid

organisations have said land delivery is faster, cheaper and can move larger volumes

o Aid collected from several countries is

transported to Larnaca Port in Cyprus
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Supplies are offloaded onto a
floating platform and transferred
to smaller ships using trucks
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About 1,000 U8 service members

are involved in the project
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| The World Food Programime will help
distribute the aid across the Gaza Strif

=
BEIT HANOON
: (EREZ) CROSSIN
P _Gaz.a pier
, o o T Aid is inspected _e
‘s and transported via
- S G - commercial vessels
Floating dock Mo 2
:E RAFAH
= 5 CROSSING KAREM ABLU SALEM
= - REM SHALOM) CROSSING
: The 400km (250-mile) long ~ — ;.-E e
: journey takes aboutafull e g /:wq " Y
: day to reach a floating /
= dock off Gaza's coast

I A e v ¥

The ships offload the trucks onto
a pier from where they will drive

down a causeway onto the shore
where Israeli forces will reinspect

their cargoes
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CENTCOM said that four vessels had broken free from their moorings, but that pier was still
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Washington, May 26 (RHC)-- Waves have swept away vessels supporting the United States-built pier
installed to transfer aid to Gaza, the US Central Command (CENTCOM) has said.

In a statement on Saturday, CENTCOM noted that during the transportation of humanitarian aid, the US
floating dock was disconnected from the small boat tugging it and the vessels broke free from their
moorings with two of them now anchored on the beach near the pier.

Part of the dock later drifted towards Israel’'s Ashdod shore, while the third and fourth vessels have
beached on the coast of Israel near Ashkelon, CENTCOM added. No injuries have been reported so far
and efforts to recover the vessels are under way with assistance from the Israeli and U.S. navies.

Reporting from Washington DC, Al Jazeera’s Heidi Zhou-Castro said that the Pentagon has stressed that
the pier still remained fully functional. “They [the Department of Defense] emphasised that throughout this
operation, no US personnel will enter Gaza,” she added.

The construction of the $320 million floating pier was completed in mid-May to provide aid to the Gaza
Strip. The pier has been strongly criticized as a complicated and costly alternative that tries to deflect
attention from demanding a much simpler solution — for Israel to fully open all land crossings to Gaza and
to secure aid trucks going in.

But in March, U.S. President Joe Biden said in his State of the Union address that the pier would “receive
large shipments carrying food, water, medicine and temporary shelter”, a move largely seen as an attempt
to appease his Democratic Party’s base as he runs for re-election in November.

Meanwhile, on Friday, Stephane Dujarric, spokesperson of UN chief Antonio Guterres, said that the World
Food Program (WFP) has “taken possession of 97 trucks since the floating dock came into operation.”
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