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Sao Paulo, November 2 (RHC)-- In Brazil, two former police officers who confessed to assassinating Rio
de Janeiro city councilwoman Marielle Franco and her driver in 2018 have been sentenced to long prison
terms. 



Ronnie Lessa, who admitted to firing the fatal shots, was sentenced to nearly 79 years.  Élcio de Queiroz,
who drove the getaway car, received a nearly 60-year sentence.  

Following Thursday’s verdict, Marielle’s sister, the Black activist, journalist and educator Anielle Franco,
spoke out.  Since 2023, Anielle has served as Brazil’s minister of racial equality.

Anielle Franco: “Since the beginning, we said we would not stop until justice was made.  It was a lot of
nights, days, years, taking care of my parents.  Yesterday I said it, and today I repeat it: Marielle’s biggest
legacy to the country is the evidence that women, Black people who live in slums, when they get to
positions, they deserve to remain alive.”

[ SOURCE: DEMOCRACY NOW ]

https://www.radiohc.cu/en/noticias/internacionales/368851-two-brazilian-former-police-who-confessed-to-
killing-marielle-franco-get-long-prison-terms
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