
Israeli forces seize towns in
Syria’s Quneitra, moving towards
Dara’a

The photo shows Israeli air strikes on southwestern Syrian city of Dara’a, on December 9, 2024.



Damascus, December 9 (RHC)-- Israeli forces have captured two towns in the southwestern Syrian
province of Quneitra near the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights and are moving towards the neighboring
Dara’a province, after militant groups took control of the Arab country.

Israeli troops seized the towns of Madinat al-Baath and Hader after they pushed into the buffer zone in
the Quneitra area and launched artillery shelling in the strategic region.

According to Israeli media outlets, the incursion was launched following heavy shelling of surrounding
areas.  Israeli army soldiers are now heading towards areas in Dara’a, located about 90 kilometers (56
miles) south of the capital Damascus.

Earlier, Israeli soldiers had taken over a Syrian army outpost at the summit of Mount Hermon in the Golan
Heights.  Soldiers from Shaldag, the Israeli Air Force’s commando unit, captured the outpost “without
encountering resistance,” according to Kan TV News.

The commander of the Israeli military’s Northern Command, Ori Gordin, and the commander of the
Training Command, David Zini, also visited the summit, the broadcaster said.

The Syrian army reportedly left the post amid the collapse of Bashar al-Assad’s government.  Israeli
media also reported the entry of the regime’s tanks into Khan Arnabeh, which is to the northeast of
Quneitra and five kilometers from the border of the occupied Golan.

The regime’s prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sunday that the decades-old agreement with
Syria had collapsed, and he ordered Israeli forces to grab a buffer zone in the Golan Heights after Syrian
soldiers had abandoned their positions.

The Israeli military also issued a warning, calling on residents of five towns in southern Syria to stay in
their homes until further notice as it carried out dozens of air strikes against Syrian military bases, facilities
and weapon depots.

These towns are Ofania, Quneitra, al-Hamidiyah, western al-Samadaniyah, and al-Qahtaniyah. 

Armed groups, led by Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) militants, announced on Sunday that they had fully
captured the Syrian capital and confirmed reports of the fall of the Assad government.

Syrian Prime Minister Mohammed Ghazi Jalali said the government was ready to “extend its hand” to the
opposition and hand over its functions to a transitional government.
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