Brazilian lawyer determined to
continue pursuit of justice against
| sraeli soldiers despite threats
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' R Maira Pinheiro
/ Lawyer and Human Rights Activist, Brazil

Maira Pinheiro, a Brazilian lawyer and human rights advocate, says she is undeterred in her



pursuit of justice against Israeli soldiers vacationing in Brazil, despite receiving vile threats.

By Alireza Akbari / PRESS TV

Sao Paulo, January 7 (RHC)-- Maira Pinheiro, a Brazilian lawyer and human rights advocate, says she is
undeterred in her pursuit of justice against Israeli soldiers vacationing in Brazil, despite receiving vile
threats.

Hailing from S&o Paulo, Pinheiro represents the Hind Rajab Foundation, an NGO named after a six-year-
old Palestinian girl who was tragically killed in Gaza City last January.

Pinheiro was engaged to represent the Brussels-headquartered foundation as a legal counsel in pursuing
charges against Yuval Vagdani, accused of heinous war crimes against Palestinians in Gaza.

Vagdani has been accused of serious war crimes in the ongoing genocidal war on Gaza.

Speaking to the Press TV website, the Brazil-based lawyer said the suspect participated in the "controlled
demolition of multiple residential buildings, posed for smiling pictures, recorded videos of himself rigging
houses with explosives and documented the explosion and consequently the unlawful mass destruction of
civilian property.”

Pinheiro said the foundation’s investigation team had located several Palestinian families whose homes
were destroyed. One family formally appointed her as their legal representative by signing a power of
attorney.

The lawyer noted that she worked on documenting the digital evidence obtained through open-source
intelligence investigation while preserving the chain of custody according to Brazilian law and rigorously
geolocating all the mentioned places.

However, following a Brazilian court's directive for law enforcement to investigate Vagdani, Israeli army
radio confirmed that Israeli regime authorities facilitated his escape, brazenly obstructing justice and
shielding him from accountability.

The Hind Rajab Foundation also corroborated this “smuggling” operation, highlighting Israel's blatant
disregard for international law and its attempt to undermine justice on South American soil.

“There are also indications that evidence is being destroyed. This is not only a scandal but an affront to
Brazil’'s sovereignty and rule of law. Israel has employed similar tactics before,” the foundation said in a
statement, calling on Brazilian authorities to fulfill their responsibilities, protect their judicial processes, and
ensure justice prevails.

“As of now, I've been made aware through public domain information that the suspect managed to evade
Brazil and the Brazilian authorities with the aid of Israeli diplomacy," Pinheiro stated.

Meanwhile, the Brazilian lawyer has been threatened and intimidated after taking up the case, with many
threats made on Instagram purportedly by pro-Zionist lobbies.

Speaking to the Press TV website, Pinheiro said she remains unfazed by such threats. “What motivated

me to act is the fact that there's an ongoing genocide being perpetrated against the Palestinian people. Of
course, I'm afraid of what Israel and its defenders can do, but no risk | undergo comes even close to what
the people of Gaza are experiencing, and my main commitment is to them.”

The Brazilian lawyer and activist described the threats to her and her daughter as “horrible.” "The worst
part is people exploiting my daughter's image, an innocent child that has nothing to do with the work | do,"



she told the Press TV website.

“There's also a very clear misogynistic aspect to those threats and attacks, as a profound lack of respect
to me as a woman exercising her profession.”

In response to these threats, Pinheiro documented hundreds of attacks and forwarded them, along with
URLSs, to the Brazilian authorities for necessary action. “In Brazil, it is a crime under Article 344 of the
Penal Code to threaten someone with the intent to interfere in a judicial process,” Pinheiro stated.

The Hind Rajab Foundation has filed a groundbreaking complaint with the International Criminal Court
(ICC) against 1,000 Israeli soldiers for genocidal war crimes in Gaza.

“It is very clear that these people intend to intimidate me to make me step away from my work. | do not
intend to give them what they want and will keep on doing the same things and taking the same stances,"
she hastened to add.

The Brussels-based foundation also strongly condemned the threats in a statement on Sunday. It added
that Pinheiro’s involvement in the case against the Israeli soldier resulted in “serious threats, including
threats to her life, doxxing, sexist slurs, and even threats directed toward her daughter.”

The foundation further noted that Pinheiro was simply carrying out her professional duty as part of the
legal process and called for solidarity with her, particularly from the S&o Paulo Bar Association and the
broader legal community.

“We urge everyone to stand united in support of those who courageously pursue justice despite attempts
to derail accountability. Justice will prevail,” it stated.

Pinheiro, speaking to the Press TV website, said she has been following up on other cases that have not
yet been formally presented to the Brazilian justice system.

According to reports, four Israeli soldiers are currently being investigated and interrogated in South Africa,
Sri Lanka, Brazil, and France on charges of committing war crimes.

The Israeli daily, the Times of Israel, reported on Monday that 12 complaints have been filed against
Israeli soldiers abroad over war crimes in Gaza, adding that nine of the cases have yielded arrests.

In October 2024, the Hind Rajab Foundation filed a formal complaint with the International Criminal Court
(ICC) against 1,000 Israeli soldiers for perpetrating war crimes against Palestinians in Gaza.

The complaint targeted soldiers across all ranks, from high-ranking generals and air marshals to low-
ranking personnel for direct involvement in genocidal war crimes in the besieged Palestinian strip.

The case was bolstered by over 8,000 pieces of evidence, including videos, audio recordings, forensic
reports, and social media documentation, meticulously detailing the soldiers’ war crimes.

Meanwhile, the Brazilian lawyer also referenced her 2024 visit to occupied Palestine and her participation
in the International Law Summer School by the organization Al Hag, emphasizing her commitment to the
struggle for justice and the liberation of Palestine.

“I had the privilege of visiting Al Agsa Mosque and experiencing its sacred beauty and profound meaning,
and while | was there, all | could think of were the dear friends from Gaza | had the privilege to meet
during this struggle, and how unfair it was that | could be there while they couldn't. | made a commitment
there to the struggle for justice and liberation of Palestine.”



She also expressed hope that “getting to know a bit of her story” would inspire people to “commit to the
fight for justice and for the end of this genocide.”

The Brazilian lawyer also expressed her love and admiration for Hind, saying she means the world to her,
as she saw her daughter in the 6-year-old Palestinian girl's plea for help. Pinheiro said her heart
shattered into pieces when she learned from now-martyred journalist Ismail Al Ghoul that Hind had been
murdered along with her family and the two healthcare workers who tried to rescue her.

“Hind's voice will forever echo in my memory as a tragic representation of the suffering of the children of
Gaza,” she said, recalling the tragic event when the Palestinian girl was murdered.
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