People's Summit Gets Underway
In Panama
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Panama City, April 9 (teleSUR-RHC)-- Some 2,000 representatives of social movements from across the
hemisphere met on Thursday in Panama to discuss issues ranging from U.S. sanctions on Venezuela to
Puerto Rican independence.

The four day People's Summit is taking place at the University of Panama, under the slogan, “Latin
America — a homeland for all, with peace, solidarity and social justice.”

Labor unions, feminists, environmentalists, student groups and other social movements are participating,
with some of the key topics including the role of the United States in Latin America, Bolivia's need for sea
access, and compensation for civilian victims of the 1989 U.S. invasion of Panama.

Bolivian President Evo Morales is expected to address the summit and Ecuadorean President Rafael
Correa has also confirmed plans to attend.

The summit’s organizer, union leader Olmedo Beluche, said participants will submit a joint declaration of
proposals to regional leaders, with the aim of promoting stronger lines of communication between
governments and social movements.

In a statement, organizers said the summit is a forum for “the voice of our peoples, to highlight problems
the other meeting (the Summit of the Americas) doesn't address.”



The Summit of the Americas is also taking place in Panama this week, and is likely to feature talks on
U.S. sanctions on Venezuela, as well as U.S.-Cuban relations. However, organizers of the People's
Summit say the Summit of the Americas — which has traditionally been dominated by the United States —
all too often makes decisions “without consulting the grassroots classes.”
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