U.S. Joint Chiefs Nominee

Claims Russia Greatest Threat to
U.S. Security

Washington, July 10 (RHC)-- U.S. General Joseph Dunford, the nominee to become chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, has told the U.S. Congress that Russia poses the greatest security threat to the United
States.

Dunford told the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee on Thursday that Moscow poses a larger threat
than the ISIL terrorist group and it is reasonable to send Ukraine heavy weapons to defend against
Russian “aggression.”

"My assessment today... is that Russia presents the greatest threat to our national security,” said
Dunford, who is the current Commander of the Marine Corps. "So if you want to talk about a nation that
could pose an existential threat to the United States, I'd have to point to Russia. And if you look at their
behavior, it's nothing short of alarming."

The general also claimed that Russia was a nuclear power capable of violating the sovereignty of U.S.
allies in Europe. However, Dunford acknowledged that despite the challenges in the relationship with
Russia, it was important to maintain a good military to military relationship with Moscow “to mitigate the



risk of miscalculation.”

U.S. President Barack Obama has nominated Dunford to be the 19th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. If confirmed by the Senate as chairman, Dunford will become the highest ranking military officer in
the United States Armed Forces.
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