
Palestinian Prisoners Continue
Hunger Strike

Ramallah, September 7 (RHC)-- Several Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails are currently on hunger strike
in protest at their illegal detention. The Palestinian National Authority's Committee for Prisoners' Affairs
says that eight Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails were on hunger strike over the unlawful policy of
administrative detention which has been highly criticized by international bodies.

The PNA report added that Ghassan Zawahra, who is being held in solitary confinement at Eshel prison
and has been on strike for over two weeks, had escalated his hunger strike and stopped drinking water.

The other hunger strikers protesting their detainment without charge or trial are held in solitary
confinement at Ela, Ashkelon and Negev prisons. The Israeli regime recently passed a bill allowing the
force-feeding of hunger-striking prisoners to counter the Palestinian hunger-strikers' protest.

However, critics of force-feeding say the practice is not only a means Hof torture, but also an unethical
violation of the subject’s autonomy.

Two weeks ago, the Israeli High Court suspended the detention of Palestinian inmate Mohammed Allan
after he sustained extensive brain damage caused by vitamin deficiency.



The former Palestinian prisoner ended his 65-day-long hunger strike on August 20, a day after his
detention was suspended. Allan has vowed to renew his hunger strike in protest against Israel’s
administrative detention policy if he is rearrested.

The Association for Civil Rights in Israel says the majority of prisoners who go on hunger strike are the
Palestinian prisoners who are being brutally held in administrative detention.

More than 7,000 Palestinians are reportedly incarcerated in 17 Israeli prisons and detention centers.
According to the prisoners' rights group, Addameer, 400 Palestinians are being held in Israeli jails under
administrative detention at present.
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