
European Union Warns Members
Over Violations of Asylum Rules

Brussels, September 24 (RHC)-- The European Commission has warned 19 member states of the
European Union against failure to implement rules on handling the issue of asylum seekers flooding
Europe. European Commission Vice President Frans Timmermans issued the warning as EU leaders
gathered in Brussels for an emergency summit on the refugee crisis on Wednesday.

"It is about time that member states stepped up to the plate and did what they need to do," Timmermans
said, adding that a common asylum system only works when every country respects the rules.

The 28-member European Union has already established rules governing the handling of asylum seekers
in Europe, but a huge influx of refugees from the Middle East and Africa over the past several months has
strained it to the limit.

Timmermans, meanwhile, added that the European Commission has launched 40 infringement
procedures, in addition to the 35 already in place. The 40 infringement procedures are mostly about those
member states that did not let Brussels know how they have transposed the EU asylum rules into their
national law.

So far, several member states have closed their borders or suspended crossing points to stop the refugee
influx, in a move that has violated rules of the passport-free Schengen zone.
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