
More U.S. Nuclear Missile
Officers Involved in Cheating
Scandal

Washington, January 29 (RHC)-- The number of nuclear missile officers under investigation by the U.S.
Air Force over allegations of cheating has doubled from 34 initially to several dozen, according to military
officials in Washington.

An Air Force spokesman confirmed the increase Tuesday but refused to mention a precise number in
order "to protect the integrity of the investigation."

Earlier this month, the 34 officers, who were in charge of launching nuclear missiles, were suspended
either for cheating on a key monthly proficiency test last year or for knowing about the cheating but failing
to report it.

On January 15th, the Air Force said it discovered that one missile officer at Malmstrom Air Force Base in
Montana had shared test questions with 16 other officers. Another 17 confessed to knowing about the
misconduct but did not report it.



The cheating was discovered during a previously-announced investigation into drug possession by 11
officers at some other Air Force bases. The eleven officers at six military bases were investigated over
allegations of possessing illegal drugs. A number of lieutenants and a captain at bases in the United
States and Britain were implicated in the investigation.

The cheating scandal is the latest in a series of Air Force nuclear stumbles, which include deliberate
violations of safety rules, failures of inspections and breakdowns in training.
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