More than 5,000 Refugees
Rescued in 48 Hours Off Libya’s
Shores
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Tripoli, May 22 (RHC)-- More than 5,000 refugees bound for Italy have been rescued in waters off the
coast of Libya over the past several days by Italian and Libyan coastguards, statements from both
countries say.

The number of refugees arriving in Italy has soared this year by more than 30 percent in comparison with
the same period last year, with 46,000 people arriving so far.

But of every 39 refugees, who survive the perilous journey across the Mediterranean, one dies, the
International Organization for Migration (IOM) said, adding that 1,244 refugees were known to have died
so far this year.
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