Red Cross Reports Suspected

Cholera Casesin Yemen Reach
One Million
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Paris, December 22 (RHC)-- The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) says the number of
suspected cholera cases in war-torn Yemen has hit one million amid the ongoing Saudi military campaign
against the impoverished nation. The ICRC also reports that more than 80 percent of the Yemeni
population lacks food, fuel, clean water and access to healthcare.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has recorded 2,219 deaths since the cholera epidemic began in
April, with children accounting for nearly a third of infections. And the Oxfam charity group has warned
that more than 8.4 million Yemenis are now at acute risk of famine due to Saudi Arabia’s crippling
blockade of Yemen'’s key ports, which is causing a halt to the delivery of food, fuel, and medicine.

Food prices have shot up by 28 percent since early November, when the Saudi-led coalition tightened the
siege. That has made it unaffordable for poor families -- already hard hit by the collapse of the economy --
to buy food.

Clean water supplies in towns and cities have been cut due to fuel shortages. Yemen is also suffering
from diphtheria epidemic, with aid groups warning that the spread of the disease is inevitable in Yemen



due to low vaccination rates, lack of access to medical care and so many people moving around and
coming in contact with those infected.
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