U.S. border-states pledge 1,600
troops for U.S.-Mexico border,
California holds out

El Paso, April 11 (RHC)-- Three U.S. states-- Arizona, Texas and New Mexico -- will reportedly send
the troopsto supposedly help stem the flow of immigration and drug trafficking acrossthe border in
the United States.

U.S. President Donald Trump had announced plansto use armed forcesto shore up theregion. Last
week, the U.S. commander -in-chief said he wants to send between 2,000 and 4,000 National Guard
membersto the M exican border, dueto “the misrule that continues on our southern border.”

Texan officials said about 300 troops would be dispatched weekly until the complement of the National
Guard reachesat least 1,000. Arizona announced that they would first send 225 and then another 113
and New Mexico promised more than 80 National Guard troops.

L ast week, Defense Secretary James Mattis approved Pentagon funding for 4,000 members of the
National Guard, until the end of September. The Defense Department announced that member s of the
National Guard will not carry out police functionsor “interact with migrantsor other detainees’



without the approval of Mattis. “The carrying of weaponswill belimited to circumstances that may
require self-defense,” the department said in a statement.

M eanwhile, authoritiesin Democr atic-led California, another border state, have remained silent on
any commitment of troopsto the border security effort. California Governor Jerry Brown has been at
logger heads with Trump over opposing stance on the United States immigration policy.

Thearrival of a caravan of Central American undocumented immigrantsin Mexico City triggered
Trump'sborder protection plan. But organizers of the caravan said there were no plansto travel to
the U.S. border.

Mexico'sforeign secretary, LuisVidegaray, said the government is evaluating its relationship with
Washington. Videgaray, however, explained that “no decision has yet been taken to suspend or reduce
any cooper ation mechanism.”

https.//www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/notici as/i nternaci onal es/ 159682- us-border-states-pl edge- 1600-troops-
for-us-mexico-border-california-holds-out
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