
Syrian Troops Storm Rebel
Stronghold

Damascus, March 15 (RHC) -- Syrian troops have started to storm the rebels' key town of Yabroud, north
of the capital Damascus, with "heavy and focused" shelling, local media reported on Friday night.

"The Syrian army is entering the town of Yabroud from all directions and advancing on all hubs of the
town," the report said, adding that the troops have recaptured all of building blocks at the entrance of the
town and its surrounding.

"The armed groups are expected to collapse within hours," the report said.

Earlier in the day, local media said the Syrian army troops were tightening their control over the eastern
entrance and the northeastern edge of Yabroud, which is bordering Lebanon.

Yabroud, some 80 km north of Damascus, is deemed as an important stronghold of armed rebels due to
its location. The town is on the slope of the mountainous Qalamoun region and near the Lebanese town
of Ersal, where the rebels obtained weapons and medical treatment.

Military experts said that by capturing Yabroud, the government forces can secure the international road
connecting Damascus to the central province of Homs and some provinces on the Mediterranean coast.
They could then deter the flow of car bombs into neighboring Lebanon.
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