Whistleblowers reveal how | CE
used deception to deport
Immigrants with COVID-19

New Orleans, July 25 (RHC)-- In the U.S., two whistleblowers at an ICE prison in Louisiana have revealed
officers have knowingly deported immigrants who had temperatures as high as 103 degrees and likely
had COVID-19 by deceptively covering up their symptoms.

Under ICE policy, immigrants with temperatures above 99 degrees cannot be deported. But one of the
whistleblowers says staff was instructed to blast an air conditioner to “freeze them out” so sick immigrants
could pass the temperature check in order to be deported. The U.S. continued to deport thousands of
people despite their symptoms, contributing to a rapid spread of COVID-19 in Central America and Haiti.

The whistleblowers work at the privately-run Richwood Correctional Center in Louisiana where at least 69
individuals have tested positive. Two guards have died. Mother Jones reports the whistleblowers also
allege LaSalle Corrections, the private prison company that runs Richwood, prohibited staff from wearing
personal protective equipment, forced guards who likely had COVID-19 to work while awaiting for their
test results and regularly exposed healthy prisoners to people who had been exposed.



In related news, two filmmakers who embedded with ICE for over two years say the agency threatened to
censor parts of their documentary series and aggressively fought to delay its release until after the 2020
election.

The filmmakers captured ICE agents lying to immigrants to be let into their homes, officers illegally picking
the lock of an apartment building during a raid, and agents mocking immigrants after they were
apprehended.

The docu-series, “Immigration Nation,” is set to be released on Netflix next month.
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