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California orders thousands of body bags as COVID-19 death toll grows

Sacramento, December 16 (RHC)-- The U.S. state of California has ordered thousands of body bags and
mobile morgues amid the increasing number of COVID-19 cases. The “Mass Fatality Program" was
announced by the state's governor, Gavin Newsom.

The California governor said he has put dozens of refrigerated storage units on standby as the state



prepares to deal with a growing death toll from the fatal disease. Gov. Gavin Newsom said the fact that
5,000 body bags were ordered and 60 53-foot-long refrigerated units were ready for counties and
hospitals should be a sobering statistic.

"There is light at the end of the tunnel, but we're still in the tunnel,” he said at a news conference
Tuesday. "And that means we're going through perhaps the most intense and urgent moment since the
beginning of this pandemic.”

He called on Californians to follow health guidelines by wearing masks and keeping their distance from
others in order to help slow the spread of the coronavirus. "I want to remind folks: It's not the flu. This is
not something to trifle with," Newsom said. "This is a deadly disease, a deadly pandemic, and we're in
the middle of it right now."

Newsom said that the crisis is far from over despite the fact that vaccines have begun to arrive. And he
noted that the state expects to have 2.1 million doses by the end of December. Around 32,300 new
cases are reported across the state each day and currently large parts of the state are under stay-at-
home orders.
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