Workers of the world rally on
May Day

Police in Istanbul arrest May Day protester

Havana, May 3 (RHC)-- Protests erupted in a number of European countries on May Day as
demonstrators called for better working protections in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
economic crisis attributed to it.

Protesters took to the streets of France, Spain and Germany on May 1st, which marks International Labor
Day commemorating laborers and the working class. Protest rallies typically occur every year in many
countries on May Day, but they took on a new meaning this year after months of lockdowns and economic
hardships that have impacted the livelihoods of most employees and workers.



In French cities, demonstrators clashed with police, breaking windows and starting fires. Police
responded by firing tear gas and arresting dozens of the protesters.

“We have many reasons to come and rally -- the health and social situations and the general
impoverishment of society,” said Ivan Gineste, 50, who works in the southeastern city of Lyon. Members
of the yellow vest movement, which held regular rallies against President Emmanuel Macron's polices two
years ago before largely fizzling out, could also be spotted at protests up and down the country.

In Germany, demonstrators took to the streets in several cities, throwing fireworks, bottles and rocks in
protests over issues ranging from social inequality to rising rents to the country's immigration policy and
opposition to coronavirus curbs.

Police responded with pepper spray and detentions at the second May Day protests since the start of the
pandemic. The crowds were larger this year despite social distancing requirements.

Thousands also rallied in more than 70 cities across Spain in the first Labor Day demonstrations since the
pandemic began. The main demonstration in Madrid, which was limited to 1,000 people, began at midday
under the slogan “now it's time to deliver,” with the participants marching from the town hall to the city's
Puerta del Sol square.

Seven government ministers attended the march, including Labor Minister Yolanda Diaz as well as
representatives of the three left-wing parties running in Tuesday's regional elections in Madrid.

Addressing the march, Diaz said employment was key to overcoming the economic crisis. “The crisis has
made us face up to an outdated labor model, based on casual work, seasonal employment and
inequality... which is exactly what the labor ministry has started to change,” she said.
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