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Steven Donziger, who sued Chevron over Amazon oil spills, blasts contempt trial as charade

New York, May 18 (RHC)-- In New York, the U.S. federal trial against environmental and human rights
lawyer Steven Donziger wrapped up with the defense refusing to call a single witness after dismissing the
trial as a “charade.” 



Donziger has been under house arrest for over 600 days on allegations of contempt of court after he
refused to turn over his computer and cellphone. 

The case stems from Chevron’s unprecedented legal campaign against Donziger over his role in winning
an $18 billion settlement on behalf of 30,000 Amazonian Indigenous people who suffered the effects of
toxic waste from Chevron’s oil drilling in the Amazon. 

In an unusual legal twist, the judge appointed a private law firm with ties to Chevron to prosecute
Donziger, after federal prosecutors declined to bring charges. Donziger spoke to reporters ahead of the
trial’s close.

Steven Donziger told reporters: “The Chevron witnesses admitted that they had had multiple meetings
with the private corporate prosecutors from a Chevron law firm to help them prepare their public
prosecution of me in an effort to convict me. … This is a process that is structurally designed to favor
Chevron and to trample on my due process rights.  I cannot get a fair trial.”

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/257727-steven-donziger-who-sued-chevron-
over-amazon-oil-spills-blasts-contempt-trial-as-charade
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