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Havana, Sep 20 (RHC) "Solidarity and friendship between Vietnam and Cuba will be eternally
indestructible," said Vietnamese President and member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of that country, Nguyen Xuan Phuc, upon receiving the José Martí Order from the
hands of President Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez.

 

At the Palace of the Revolution, the visitor highlighted the honor and emotion of receiving the highest
distinction awarded by the Cuban State, while stressing the ties of solidarity and friendship that unite the
two parties, states and peoples.

 



On December 2, 1960, he recalled, Cuba became the first country in the Western Hemisphere to officially
establish diplomatic relations with the then Democratic Republic of Vietnam.

 

Despite the great geographical distance that separates Vietnam from the island, Nguyen Xuan Phuc
stressed the companionship, solidarity, mutual support and close bilateral cooperation.

 

He quoted Fidel Castro's phrase: "For Vietnam we are ready to give even our own blood".

 

Nguyen Xuan Phuc affirmed the willingness to forge the exemplary and transparent ties of solidarity that
President Ho Chi Minh, leader Fidel Castro and generations of leaders and peoples of the two countries
built and have been proven throughout history over the past 60 years.

 

He reiterated "the unwavering support of the Vietnamese Party, State and people directed to the worthy
revolutionary cause of the Cuban people."

 

Earlier this afternoon, Nguyen Xuan Phuc had laid a wreath to José Martí minutes before being officially
received by the Cuban president.

 

In his remarks prior to the presentation of the high distinction, Rodrigo Malmierca Diaz, Minister of Foreign
Trade and Investment, highlighted Nguyen Xuan Phuc's invaluable contribution to strengthening the
historic ties of friendship, brotherhood and cooperation between Vietnam and Cuba.

 

The Vietnamese president, he said, comes from a humble and revolutionary family. "His childhood and
adolescence were marked by the horrors of war; from an early age he joined revolutionary activities."

 

"His militancy in the Communist Party of Vietnam and integration into its higher organizational structures,
as well as the trajectory as a grassroot leader to the highest leadership of the Government and the State,
has been characterized by exemplary performance, efficiency and simplicity."

 

Malmierca Diaz acknowledged the Vietnamese president's commitment to his homeland and Party, while
highlighting his contribution to further strengthen the historical ties between the two nations.

 

At the ceremony, at the Palace of the Revolution, authorities of both nations signed several legal
instruments:

 

Action plan for the implementation of medium-term economic-bilateral agenda for the period 2021-
2025.

Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministries of Public Health of both countries for
collaboration in this sector.



Cooperation program for the period 2022-2023 between the Ministries of Justice of both countries.

Action plan between the Ministry of Food Industry of Cuba and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development of Vietnam on the implementation of the project "Support for the development of
aquaculture in Cuba phase 3. Increasing aquaculture production in Cuba".

Memorandum of Understanding on cybersecurity cooperation plan between the Ministry of
Communications of Cuba and the Ministry of Information and Communications of Vietnam.
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