
Japan approves plan to discharge
radioactive water into ocean
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Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant, Japan, 2022. | Photo: Twitter/ @PDChina

Tokyo, May 19 (RHC)-- Japan's Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA) has approved a plan to discharge
radioactive wastewater from the disaster-hit Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant into the Pacific
Ocean.

For the construction of the discharge facilities to begin, Tokyo Electric Power Company Holdings Inc.
(TEPCO), the stricken plant's operator, will need to gain consent from the municipalities that are hosting
the nuclear power complex.

In 2011, a nuclear crisis not seen since Chernobyl in 1988 was triggered by a massive earthquake and
subsequent tsunami knocking out the Fukushima Daiichi plant's key cooling functions.  Since then, water
pumped in to cool melted reactor fuel has been accumulating at the complex and mixing with rainwater



and groundwater at the site.

The tainted water contains radioactive tritium, and the beleaguered site will soon reach its capacity of the
water.  The government's plan is to release the radioactive water through a tunnel under the seabed into
the Pacific Ocean roughly 1 km away from the stricken plant.

The controversial plan is proposed to begin in the spring of 2023, much to the consternation of local
fisheries and the international community.

Japan's fisheries industry has voiced its ardent opposition to the plan, as it will almost certainly cause
further damage to the industry's already battered reputation. Moreover, some of Japan's closest
neighbors have voiced strong concerns over the plan.

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/288302-japan-approves-plan-to-discharge-
radioactive-water-into-ocean
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