WH O set to hold emergency
meeting on Monkeypox outbreak
as virus spreads across Europe

Health authorities of several countries are working with the WHO to provide information on how
the rare virus is spreading in different countries, after being unable to find a link between the
initial case.

Geneva, May 21 (RHC)-- Health authorities of several countries are working with the WHO to provide
information on how the rare virus is spreading in different countries, after being unable to find a link
between the initial case.



In what Germany described as the largest-ever outbreak in Europe, cases have now been confirmed in at
least five countries in Europe, including the UK, Spain Portugal, Germany, and Italy, as well as the United
States, Canada and Australia.

“With several confirmed cases in the United Kingdom, Spain and Portugal, this is the largest and most
widespread outbreak of Monkeypox ever seen in Europe,” said Germany’s armed forces’ medical service.

With the COVID-19 pandemic still lingering, a new health scare in the form of a rare viral infection of
monkeypox has emerged in Europe and the US, putting health authorities on high alert.

Meanwhile, health experts say the outbreak is unlikely to turn into a pandemic. “However, it is very
unlikely that this epidemic will last long. The cases can be well isolated via contact tracing and there are
also drugs and effective vaccines that can be used if necessary,” said Fabian Leendertz, from the Robert
Koch Institute.

The viral infection, which is more common in western and central Africa, was first identified in monkeys.
As it has rarely spread outside Africa, this series of cases in Europe, which are more than a hundred, has
triggered concern among health authorities.

Monkeypox is similar to smallpox and its symptoms include fever, headache, swelling of lymph nodes,
and rash. According to WHO data, vaccines that were used to eradicate smallpox are up to 85 percent
effective against monkeypox.

With the COVID-19 pandemic still lingering, the first case of Monkeypox in Europe was confirmed in the
UK earlier this month. The rare viral disease was first reported in the Democratic Republic of Congo in
the 1970s.
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