
Legislation introduced to create
Colombian Ministry of Equality
and Equity
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Colombia's President, Gustavo Petro, and Vice President, Francia Márquez, are committed to
guaranteeing inclusion at the institutional level.  | Photo: Twitter/@Sepa_mass

Bogota, October 19 (RHC)-- A bill for creating the Ministry of Equality and Equity was presented to
Congress on Tuesday by President Gustavo Petro and Vice President Francia Márquez in the
Constitution Hall of the National Capitol.

The President described the text as a "step forward" that includes demands "such as the fight against
discrimination based not only on gender inequality, but also on sexual preferences."   According to Petro,



it has not only an economic, but also an ethnic and social connotation.  "The equality of women in
Colombian society is the first great task, not only from the economic point of view in terms of salaries, but
ethnically and socially; it is the integral equality between men and women."

The vice-president said: "The government seeks to guarantee rights to those who have never had them,
to those who have been forgotten and excluded," in one of the "most unequal and inequitable nations that
inhabit this planet."

She said that the objectives of the new ministry would be equality of men and women, empowerment of
the excluded territory, ethnic minorities, youth and LBTIQ+ communities.  Francia Márquez added that it is
sought to strengthen public policies aimed at gender equality and the protection of the rights of women
and the LGBTIQ+ population. "Equality, as an essential value, is what will allow us to advance on the road
to Total Peace."

The Ministry will also target the protection of Afro-descendant, ethnic groups, blacks, peasants and
farmers among Colombia's most vulnerable population.   In addition, children, adolescents, youth, adults
and the elderly, people living in poverty and extreme poverty, those victims of violence and inequality,
people with disabilities, street dwellers and migrants are also included.

Petro said the purpose of the Ministry "is to formulate, adopt, direct, coordinate and execute policies,
plans, programs, projects and measures to promote the elimination of economic, political and social
inequalities."

As well as "promoting the enjoyment of the right to equality; compliance with the principles of non-
discrimination and non-regression; and the defense of subjects of special constitutional protection and
discriminated or marginalized groups."

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/302406-legislation-introduced-to-create-
colombian-ministry-of-equality-and-equity
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