
U.S. Representative says U.S.
faces environment of fascism
ahead of 2022 midterm elections
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Progressive Democratic Representatives Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (front) and Ilhan Abdullahi
Omar (center) pose for a photograph at Capitol Hill. (AP file photo)

Washington, October 30 (RHC)-- Progressive Democratic Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez says
that the United States is "facing an environment of fascism" similar to the days of Jim Crow in the leadup
to the 2022 midterms which Democrats are likely to lose to Republicans.



Federal officials at the Department of Homeland Security and FBI have warned of a "heightened threat"
ahead of the midterm elections charged by violent extremism, CBS News reported, what they're saying:
“We are really truly facing an environment of fascism in the United States of America.  This type of
intimidation at the polls brings us to Jim Crow,” Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) told MSNBC News about reports of
intimidation at Arizona ballot boxes.

"It brings us back and harkens back to a very unique form of American apartheid that is not that long past
ago," she added.  "And we have never fully healed from it and those wounds threaten to rip right back
open if we do not strongly defend democracy in the United States of America."

U.S. authorities released a bulletin on Friday that said domestic violent extremists pose a threat of
violence for the 2022 midterms and the days after.  "Following the 2022 midterm election, perceptions of
election-related fraud and dissatisfaction with electoral outcomes likely will result in heightened threats of
violence against a broad range of targets ? such as ideological opponents and election workers,” the
bulletin reads, according to CNN.

CBS reported that these extremists may target state and local government buildings following the
election.
The bulletin was issued on the same day as the attack on U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's husband at
their residence in San Francisco.

Speaking at a political event in Pennsylvania hours after Paul Pelosi was attacked and gravely injured by
an intruder, U.S. President Joe Biden blamed the Republican Party, increasingly influenced by the
political vitriol of former President Donald Trump, for “too much political violence.”  “There’s too much
violence, political violence, too much hatred, too much vitriol,” Biden said.

“And what makes us think that one party can talk about ‘stolen elections,’ ‘COVID being a hoax,’ ‘This is
all a bunch of lies,’ and it not affect people who may not be so well balanced?  What makes us think that
it’s not going to corrode the political climate?” Biden added.

Paul Pelosi was attacked and severely beaten by an assailant with a hammer.  Pelosi, 82, suffered blunt
force trauma to his head and body, according to two people with knowledge of the investigation into the
attack who spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing
probe.  The assailant is in custody, and the motivation for the attack is under investigation, the
spokesman said.   

Meanwhile, Democrats are worried they could lose control of both chambers of Congress on November 8
which would give Republicans the power to bring Biden's legislative agenda to a halt.  Biden's
unpopularity is helping drive this view.

Biden's term has been marked by the economic scars of the global health crisis, including soaring
inflation. Biden’s popularity hit a record low of 36 percent in May and June.  U.S. consumer inflation hit a
40-year high of 8.6 percent in the 12 months through May, with gasoline marking a record high and the
cost of food soaring, Labor Department data showed.

The surging costs have become a political headache for the Biden administration, which has tried several
measures to lower prices but said much of the responsibility to control inflation falls to the Federal
Reserve.
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