
Report reveals poor housing
growing barrier to children’s
education in UK
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A reconfigured classroom at a primary school in Northwich, Cheshire, England, UK. (Photo by



The Guardian)

London, July 25 (RHC)-- A British education charity working with the government has tied high absence
rates in schools across the UK to what it describes as "insecure, unsuitable and poor-quality housing."
 School-Home Support (SHS), which helps pupils in Britain to overcome barriers to education, reports that
19 percent of the children it works with this academic year cite their accommodations as a major barrier to
attending school.

The figure, which stood last year at 11 percent, marks a year-on-year increase of 73 percent.  The study
comes amid growing concerns over higher levels of absence in many schools in England since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The respondents of the study include children whose families may have been forced to move into
temporary accommodation or an emergency refuge for their own safety, and suddenly find themselves a
long way from school.

The SHS said that poor housing also makes it challenging for pupils to engage with their studies as there
is no space to study or do homework.  The most recent date from the Department for Education (DfE)
revealed that absences in the spring term this year remained 50 percent higher than before the pandemic
while in 2021-22, over one in five secondary pupils were “persistently absent,” missing 10 percent or more
of sessions.

According to SHS, the two other top issues that affect school attendance are feelings and behavior, cited
by 27 percent of respondents, and confidence and self-esteem, cited by 25 percent.  The data is drawn
from a group of 383 young people whom the charity worked with in the 2022-23 autumn and spring terms.

SHS’s chief executive officer, Jaine Stannard, called for providing schools with needed funding to enable
them provide pastoral as well as academic catch-up support for those children struggling to engage.  “If
you are living in temporary accommodation miles away from school or have spent the last night in a car,
that needs to be the priority conversation," Stannard emphasized. "There are no quick fixes... By
addressing underlying causes of poor attendance early on, we can prevent issues from escalating.”
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