
'Extinct' Mammal Rediscovered
in Peru's Machu Picchu

Lima, September 29 (Andina-RHC) -- Near South America's most famous archaeological site, Machu
Picchu, a group of scientists from Peru and Mexico has recently found alive a mammal that was thought
to have been extinct for almost 400 years: The Machu Picchu arboreal chinchilla rat (Cuscomys oblativa).

According to science news Mongabay, until recently, the species entire identity was linked to a couple
skulls found in Incan pottery in 1912 and was believed extinct.

But in 2009, the park ranger, Roberto Quispe, photographed near the archaeological site what was
believed to be a living Machu Picchu arboreal.

After conducting extensive field work, the group of scientists were able to find a living specimen,
confirming that the species actually never went extinct.

“In Conservation Biology this type of rediscoveries is called the Lazarus effect,” writes the team of
scientists led by Horacio Zeballos the curator of the Department of Mammalogy at the Museum de
Arequipa and Gerardo Ceballos from the Instituto de Ecología of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de
México.

Likewise, the team believe they have uncovered at least six species new to science, including a new



mammal, a new lizard, and four new frogs in the same area.

"The discovery of so many species of mammals, reptiles and amphibians in the past three years place our
working group as one of the world leaders on the issue," said Gerardo Ceballos.

https://www.radiohc.cu/index.php/en/noticias/internacionales/34970-extinct-mammal-rediscovered-in-perus-
machu-picchu
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