
Saudi Warplanes Reportedly
Target UNICEF Aid Ships

Sanaa, May 18 (RHC)-- Yemeni media report that Saudi warplanes have targeted ships purportedly
belonging to UNICEF engaged in delivery of humanitarian aid to the Yemeni people. Saudi fighter jets
launched three "aerial attacks" on the ships which were bound for the northwestern Yemeni province of
Sa'ada, Iranian news agency IRIB quoted Yemeni TV channel al-Masirah as saying.

In its latest report released on Sunday, UNICEF detailed the delivery of aid to the Yemeni people during a
five-day humanitarian ceasefire which went into effect on May 12 and ended earlier in the day at 2000
GMT. "During the pause, UNICEF was able to deliver assistance to affected people across the country,
however humanitarian assistance cannot replace the needs of 26 million people who have been cut off
from a regular supply of commercial imports of food and fuel," said Julien Harneis, the UNICEF
representative for Yemen.

"Hundreds of adults and children have already died during this conflict, many of whom could have been
saved had we got supplies to them on time. We need to do everything we can to prevent any more of
these unnecessary deaths," he went on to say.

The Saudi strikes on UNICEF vessels came as an Iranian ship, with tons of much-needed aid, including
food and medical supplies, is now heading towards the Yemeni port city of Hudaidah. The Riyadh regime
has already blocked earlier Iranian aid deliveries to Yemen. Last month, it prevented two Iranian civilian
planes from delivering medical aid and foodstuff to the Yemeni people.
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