
Colombians Denounce Witch
Hunt Against Leftist Senator

Bogotá, October 22 (teleSUR-RHC)-- A chorus of voices from throughout Colombia are coming out against the investigation launched by Colombian Attorney General Alejandro Ordoñez against leftist Senator Ivan Cepeda.

A rally in front of the offices of the Attorney General supported by Cepeda's political party, the Democratic Pole, was held Wednesday to show their opposition to what they deem to be a “systematic campaign of persecution by far-right (political forces).”

The rally counted with the presence of Clara Lopez, the standard bearer for the left in the upcoming Bogota mayoral election, and other prominent leftist figures such as Aida Avella, leader of the Patriotic Union.

Attorney General Ordoñez launched an investigation into Cepeda over his efforts in the Colombian Senate in September, 2014 to hold former far-right President Alvaro Uribe accountable for his alleged links to paramilitaries and crimes against humanity. 

Specifically, Ordoñez accuses Cepeda of abusing his authority by visiting prisons solely to obtain false statements from prisoners against Uribe and offering them certain benefits in exchange.

Cepeda vehemently denies the accusations and told El Tiempo newspaper that he followed the necessary protocol for his visits to the prisons.

Ordoñez is widely recognized as a key ally of Uribe, who is currently under investigation for allegedly collaborating and financing paramilitary groups in the country during his time as governor of the department of Antioquia. 

Cepeda told El Tiempo that the investigation against him was an effort to get payback for the investigation launched against Uribe for his alleged links to paramilitaries.

“We the victims of state crimes have insisted that it is our right and of the whole country to know the truth about the links between politicians and paramilitaries,” read a statement by The National Movement of Victims of State Crimes, which organized Wednesday's rally.

"We reject the persecution of the Attorney General against those who struggle for the establishment of the truth and peace. We consider these actions as an obstruction to our right to truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-repetition." 

Cepeda is a champion of the ongoing peace process between the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, known as the FARC, and the Colombian government and has also been a strong advocate of justice for victims of the armed conflict.

A communique from the FARC peace delegation agreed that the investigation by Ordoñez was “retaliation” for Cepeda's efforts to denounce Uribe's alleged links with paramilitary groups.

"It is obvious that (Ordoñez´s efforts) to seek to silence one of the leading voices of the opposition, for  the mere fact he is carrying out his public duties, is a clear act of political persecution that causes serious harm to democracy," the FARC added.

The FARC, who are seeking to demobilize in order to participate in the legal political arena, said that this kind of persecution sends the wrong signal. 
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