
German Court Backs Lufthansa
Crew Walkout

Berlin, November 11 (RHC)-- A German court has ruled in favor of the striking cabin staff of Europe's
largest airline as the walkout is expected to continue on Wednesday.

The labor court of Darmstadt late Tuesday rejected German carrier Lufthansa's appeal against the strike
by the flight attendants' union, UFO. The court also dismissed the flagship airline's argument that the
union's reasons for striking were "too vague" and unjustified under German labor law.

The court backing was welcomed by the UFO, which called for walkouts on short- and long-haul flights at
Frankfurt, Düsseldorf and Munich airports from 0300 GMT on Wednesday through to 2300 GMT on
Friday.

On Tuesday, Lufthansa filed for temporary injunctions at two courts to stop the strikes which have
resulted in almost 2,000 flights being canceled and left hundreds of thousands of passengers stranded
since it began on Friday. In a statement, Lufthansa said it stood by its position that "the reasons for the
strike were not defined clearly enough."

The strikes, which are set to be the worst industrial action in the history of Germany's biggest airline, are
over cost-cutting measures that Lufthansa is implementing to compete with rival low-cost airlines. The
strike over pay is also aimed at securing transition payments for the UFO's 19,000 members in case of



early retirement.
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