
Three Mosques Vandalized and
Burned in California

Los Angeles, December 15 (RHC)-- In the U.S. state of California, police and the FBI have launched a
hate crimes probe after two mosques were vandalized.

Worshipers at the Islamic Center of Hawthorne, California found the words "Jesus is the way" spray-
painted on the mosque.

At another mosque in the same town, the word "Jesus" was spray-painted on the outside, and a plastic
hand grenade replica was left in the driveway.

The incidents came after police arrested 23-year-old Carl Dial Jr. on hate crime and arson charges over a
fire at a third Southern California mosque, the Islamic Society of Coachella Valley.

The mosque fires are part of an apparent spike in Islamophobic incidents in the aftermath of the Paris and
San Bernardino attacks and amid calls by Republican candidate Donald Trump to ban Muslims from
entering the United States. More than a dozen incidents have been reported over the past week alone.

In Tampa, Florida, two Muslim women reported being attacked in separate incidents: one said she was
shot at, while another said she was nearly run off the road by a man who threw stones at her. In Gwinnett
County, Georgia, a 13-year-old Muslim girl was asked by a teacher if she had a bomb in her backpack.
Multiple mosques from New Jersey to Arizona have been vandalized or received hate mail.
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